
IEUE III BASEill IS

PfiBIlED l BIG LEAGUES

Season of 1917 Shows Both American and National
Leagues Are Short by Over 500 Steals as Compared
With Eecords of 1916; Various Eeasons Ascribed'as

Cause of Slump in the Number of Base Thefts.

TZW YORK, Feb. hy the

fl general decline in case ran--
tilns, which is becoming more

nd more pronounced in the two ma-

jor leagues?
numerous theories may be

to show why the American
league total in steals for 1917
showed a decline of C3S thefts in
compa.ison with the 1912 figures,
f. hue the National leasua figures fell
US steals below the 1911 mark. These
particular seasons are ricked out be-
cause they represent the high tides
for a period when base running was
ooe of the bright features of the
same.

It may be that pitchers and
nttckcrc rc dolus; the work better
limn la the came of a few yemm
mso, the farmer making the run-
ners hue the bass and the catch-r- s

follies the baae running ef-
forts by nnperb marksmanship.
Then, asxln, ft may be that the
players now at the top in the
profession carry no such speed
as the players of six or "evenyears bxo. Another theory may
be that the sscriflee or the un

play has snperseded the
afralKhtaway steal.
Whatever the reason for the de-

cline, there can be no denying that
it has set In. The base running
marks for 1917 in the two major
leagues are positively the worst in

ither organization over a stretch of
igbt consecutive years, or since 1910,

inclusive. From 1911. when 1C91
ihfts were recorded in the National
league, there has been a steady de-- c

is- - excepting a slight spurt In 1916
over the preceding campaign, until
the latest season when only 1144
c oi-- oases were registered. In the
Amenren league the decline has been
steady from 1912 to date, the figures
dropping in each succeeding year
The total for 1913 was 1810; for 1917
it was 1174.

All Clnbs The Sane.
Practically all clubs appear to be

affected by this blight on base run-
ning, and it Is even apparent In the
records of the individual player. Ty
sobb led the American league last
season with a total of 55 steals, the
'owest mark to carry off first honors
rittre 1408. The leaders In the Amer-t- i

league had averaged SO thefts a
season for seven consecutive cam

HUrjQKE
Had Difficulty in Hitting

Connie Mack's Mediocre
Pitchers.

The transfer of "Staffy" Melnnis
f'OTJ tho Athletics to the Boston Red
Box should enable llclnnls to hit from

to 30 points higher next season
than his average of the past three
Beasone.

Xclnsis is the only star batter In
he American league who has been

unable to fatten bis average at the
xpense of the Joke pitching staff

Connie Mick has had since 1914.

It frequently has been a question
l.o r much Melnnis would Improve in,
ti'-t'n- s if he had a chance to bat
rca-.ne- t the Athletic pitchers Instead
d playing first base behind them.

it is a certainty that had Melnnis
be .j) able to bat against the Athletic

in 191S when he hit .295 be
;OJJ have picked up the necessary

points to have kept his chain of
batting averages intact. The
average is the only break in this

'taon.

Stars Playing for
Red Cross Benefit

".jtn Angeled. Calif-- Feb. 12. Among
he well known California tennis stars
wbo are playing In tournaments for
he benefit of the Bed Cross are Mr.

and Mrs. Thomas C Bandy, Miss Mary
Brewse, Miss Florence Sutton, Mrs.
B O. Brae and Mrs. B. H. Williams.
They recently participated in a tourna-
ment of this kind at Pasadena,

Fill Out WUh Pencil

f
at- -

n
- V

or

IS , 65 . Z
SI

. en. cr.c to two and so on to

i rst trace four, then fifty two.
"-- 5 von"! ee what Piffle drew

paigns up to 1917. In the National
league iiax uarey lea with 46 steals,
the second lowest figure since 1902.
An idea of the decline may be had
from the fact that only two National
leaguers pilfered more than 30 sacks
last season and one other reached
that mark. In 1911 five of McGraWs
champions passed the figure whichgave Carey first honors last season.
Snodgrass, Merkle, Murray and Her-zo-jr

all ranging between 48 and 52
steals, wmie uevore led with 61
Doyle, ranking sixth on his own
team, stole 38 bases. No club in
either league has since threatened
the base running record of the 1911
Giants.

The Giants of 1911-12-- averaged
320 stolen bases per season, and the
200 mark was nothing unusual for a
club, with several of them ranking
beyond 250 steals. In 131$ only two
clubs of the 1G which make up the
major leagues were able to reach the
double century In thefts, and the
same conditions Drevalled In 1917.
When It is recalled that the National
league leaders from 1913 averaged
above 300 steals per year, the 162
thefts by the Giants last season, the
ton figure for the year in the older
league, shape up as very puny.

American Falling.
The American league has been fall

ing back the same way. In 1911 six
teams rang up more than 200 steals,
and In each of the next three cam
paigns five clubs went beyond th9
double century. In 1912 three clubs
In Ban Johnson's circuit went beyond
?0 thefts and another reached 245.
These figures furnish Interesting
comparison with the base running or
the past season, when 223 was hign
mprR ana only two clubs went db
yond 100 In stolen bases.

It wan the generally accepted
theory six or seven aeasons bacK
that speed was absolutely essen-
tial to a pennant winner. This
idea got a severe jolt In 1015
when the Boston Red Sox, thepoorest base running: aggrega-
tion in the American league, car-
ried off one pennant, while the
PhllHe and the Braves, the poor-e-at

in the National league,
omkt it out for the other. In

1917 the two pennant winners Ird
their respective IenCTies in base
running, but neither had any
such totel as dH the leaders of a
few seasons bark.

LEAGUE CLUBS

iTSCOUTB
Coming Stars in Baseball

May Shine unseen Dur-
ing the War Period.

New York, Feb. 12. Another stra-- r
to show which way the baseball, wind
is blowing is contained in the re-

port that a considerable majority of
the major league clubs are planning
to stagger along without regular
scouting systems this year. Only a
few of- - the richer organizations will
maintain their gunshoe divisions in-

tact; and even these will probably
require their sleuthhounds to double
up in some other capacity.

The increasing necessity for keep
ing expenses down to an absolute
minimum is partly responsible for the
contemplated suspicion of the scout- -
Ing Industry for the duration of the 'as though it had Just begun, too. If
war. Another very pertinent reason r0u had come when I wanted
for turning loose the Is
fonnrt in ths that wrv yu to. we might have missed it al--

little scouting will be possible this
year. .

As far as is known only five minor
leagues are contemplating another
seige of wartime baseball. The Pa-
cific Coast league, the Northwestern
league, the Texas league, the Amerl- -

i can association ana tne souruern as
sociation are ice oniy circuits of low-
er than major classification in which
professional ball will be played.

City League to
Begin Second Half

The of the second round
In the City Basketball league will
bring together the Mines and High
school at 8:15 on Friday evening and
the Walz and Feldman companies at
9 the same evening. Beth games are
going to be all that the fans will want
to see. Much interest is centering
around the Mines and High game, as
the former are expecting to stage a
big combat.

Several hard practices on the part
of both teams la getting all the play-
ers Into fine feathers for this big
match. The Walz outfit are anxiously
awaiting this last opportunity to take
a fall out of the Feldman five, who
outclassed them in the last match,
and with the Improved Walz lineup
there Is every reason to believe that
the Feldman boys are due for a trim-
ming.

NOT ONLY BAT THAT
BOOSTS BASEBALL

Besides havlnc to nay more to eee
a ball game next season, the fan will
have to pay more If he wants to play
ball himself. In previous years a

i genuine big league baseball could be
bought for 11.50. but wool has in
creased about 300 percent and, ac-
cording to a big manufacturer, the
price of a big league baseball will
rise to 32.

EXTRA WEEK TO LDlncn UP.
Detroit battery men will report to

waxanacnie oy iiarcn iu. or a run
week earlier than the main squad
reports. The exhibition season for
the Tigers will begin March 23, Waco
being the first team played.

SCHUMAJT WISS BY KXOCKOUT.'
Salt Lake City. Utah. Feb. 12.

Heinle Echuman, of Denver, knocked
out Bobby Munger In the second round
of a scheduled six round bout last
night before the Manhattan club.

BOURGE IS CLIMBLVC.
Among the new tryouts for the

Portland Northwestern league team
is Al Bourne, a lefthanded first base
man, who made a big reputation in
Portland city league ball last year.

xo socnrEitx trip.
The Indianapolis association team

will do its training at Bloomlngton.
Ind., with the of Indiana
H "J fn 1 1 .nn.il ,nnH4n. tn tin " t.
nouncement made from Bloomlngton

Glr! messengers employed by the
j telegraph companies in this country

earn 2'3 cents a message, which nets
'hem from $5 to ?C0 F'fer v .

L
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A Narrative Of Everyday Affairs

GOIN'T

Their Married Life

IDD?1

Warren Again Proves That He Is Unable To Make
Allowances Even Fpr His Wife.

raining,"
Helen amazement.
"When went

stars shining. Warren."
"WelL cinch they're shin-

ing now." Warren crowled. looks

along
bush-beate- rs

nrnhahiiitv

beginning

University

HIM!"

together."
"WelL wasn't fault." Helen

returned. couldn't rude, when
Mrs. Thurston insisted seeing

gowns."
"Oh, women," Warren be-

tween teeth.
They standing doorway

apartment house they left,
uncertain Just proceed.

distance three blocks
subway station,

coming down pretty
"Well, going

night might well make
start."
Helen hesitated. Warren al-

ways blaming saving money
taxis when they necessary.
wondered why sug-

gest they really
needed

"Come what waiting
for?"

ruin hat." Helen began.
"Did straw after

all?" queried Warren, turning
impatiently. "WelL wasn't

stunt. know there
chance getting neigh-
borhood. wearing straw

February."
"Ton might

taxi, hallboy

"Tes. glvo liberal
UP."

"WeB, don't know anything

Warren Saves Tip.
"No. don't. Isn't

funeral, Well
what

hanged going
boy, haven't any-

thing hurt"
Helen waited Warren hurried

down steps around cor-
ner. cutting wind blew

went back
further doorway, shivering

little. What
trying have pleasant evening
anywhere matter what
there alwavs something happen-
ing spoil things. Warren simply
could throueh evening
without maklnc things terribly un-
pleasant laest little Incident
annoyed him.

minutes went HMen
betran wonder where Warren

wondered thought
telephone There
drug right down
remembered passing Suddenlv

round comer,
black thunder cloud.

there wasn't chance
getting neigh-

borhood." began.
"Did think telephone

dear?"
didn't.

ronldn't attend, everything, then
won'd have" things perfect"

Warren, what's
belnsr detestable?" Helen

flash anger. only
dlsogreeable. unreasonable,
rude.

wouldn't good
phone

nicht anvway." Warren con-
tinued. "Home
r.aners from cigar store:

them around
you'll right

napers wrapp-'- !

i'.out head they

a- - FACE

tared out In the rain. It seemed to
Helen as though the distance to the
subway was interminable, and the
rain was so heavy that she could feel
It soaking through her shoes and the
thin coat suit she wore. By the time
they reached the entrance to the sub-
way she was wet through, and she
shivered involuntarily.

Warren in Ugly Mood.
Warren tnrned to her when they

were seated. "If you take cold to-
night It's your own fault." he said,
eying her dripping shoulders. "Why
didn't you wear your fur coatr

"It's so heavy, and I never dreamed
I'c would rain."

"I suppose your feet are wet
through, too; the ridiculous shoesyou women wear these days, with
paDer soles, wouldn't protect any--
wing. jjia you gel your nat wetT

4

IT"

-- WHERE IS HE?
Point him,OlTTo
Mfc AND ILL--

ER.- -

CRY jre

1--3

mlscrable to be found fault with any
longer. Her shirtwaist was clinging

ner wet arms underneath her coat,
and she was very uncomfortable. The
minute they reached the apartment
Helen hurried turn hot bath.
She took cold easily, and was deter-
mined to avoid possible.

"If you women would only believe
little bit In the old fashioned the-

ory about an ounce of prevention,"
growled Warren, "this couldn't have
happened; but you modern women,
who won't listen word of advice,
let alone obey your husbands in any-
thing serves you right you do
take cold3! Perhaps will teach you

lesson." Copyright. 1918. Interna-
tional News Service.

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
POSTPONES ITS MEETING

There will be no meeting of the
board of directors of the chamber of
commerce this evening, for the rea-
son that new room being fitted
up for the directors in the chamber
of commerce building and is not
yet completed. special meeting
will probably be called some time dur-
ing the atter part of the week to
confirm committee appointments for
tne .year, resident utisHelen shook her head; she felt too now preparing the list of committees.
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Manicure Lady j
She Goea To An Old Fashioned

i Party and Finds That People 3
Change Very Little. 1

By WILLIAM F. KIRK.
T

"I WAS to a old fashioned party
last night." said the Manicure
Lady. "It done my heart good

to think that after all people ain't
changed much since I was a little
kid."

"They would naturally change
some in all them years," said the tact-
ful Head Barber.

"All what years?" rasped the Mani-
cure Lady. "One would think to hear
you talk, George that the best part
of a century had came and went sinceI was a little child in school. One
would think you was talklnc to your
old maid aunt. What's the Idea?"

"I didn't mean so many years I
Just meant that a year Is a lot of days,
you know." said the Head Barber has-
tily. "And Quite a lot can happen in a
year."

"I got the notion you was trying to
be fly," said the Manicure Lady. "But
if you wasn't all right. That old

That Rookiefrom the 13th Squad Byp. l. Crosby
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JEROME PLANS

FIB GHTI55
Expects to Be the

Mining Camp in world;
Town Overcrowded.

By P. II. MILXES.
Prescott. Ariz, Feb. 12. Jerome's

boast that it will be the largest and
most permanent mining camp, not
along In the United Stat but in the
world. Is believed In a farr way of
fulfillment.

Following the subsidence of the
boom, which came on the heels of the

Tuesday, Feb. 12,

Greatest)

bringing In of the United Verde Ex-

tension. It was predicted by many
(feat m uec.deu drop in population and
excitement would be witnessed. But
Jerome has progressed in the past
year in such a marvelous manner
that despite the erection of a modern
hotel and many private homes and
houses to rent, the camp Is still over-
crowded and it Is almost impossible
to get a place to sleep unless accom-
modations are reserved in advance.

The congestion, will be partially
but not wholly telieved In the near
future by the construction of'a

building, or half a dozen
structures containing eight apart-
ments each by the United Verde. Tne
plans are already drawn and in the
hands of senator TV. A. Clark In New
York, and upon receipt of his ap-
proval will be started by the first of
March at the litest. The building or
buildings will be, fireproof and steam-heat- ed

and are designed for the ac-

commodation of the employes of the
company and will be rented to them
at S25 per month.

Potasftlnm DeiKMit HNeovered.
Jerome has added to her mineral

laurels by the discovery of potassium,
one of the essentials of modern

Industry, and what Is more
imnortant at the present time, the
waging of war. The one sample that
has been assayed runs 3.30 per cent
potassium, or approximately $112-5- 0 a
ton. Tom Smart the owner of the
claims located In the vicinity of Wal-
nut Springs, about Zi miles west of
Jerome, has asked the United States
bureau of fines to send an exuert to
dtrmlne the extent of the deposit,
whli-- h may be of incalculable benefit
to the fovernr-en- t.

C and J. Deal Pending.
C M. "arrlson, of New Tork, sec-

ond vicepreslrtent of the Calumet and
Is now In Jerome In connec-

tion with an offer made bv a Gotham
svndtote for an Interest in the prop-
erty Terms have been wired and a
reoly Is now beinr awaited. "If this
deal trees through it will mean the
more rapid development of the Calu-
met and Jerome." stated Mr. Garrison,
"If It does not go through, we shall
simply proceed with- - develonment
r loi- tie Hns we are now pursuing.

fashioned narty done my heart good.
George. We ulaved them dear old
games like nostoffice and forfeits. It
was lots of fun.

"I don't go to no nartles no more."
said the sombre George. "Life has
became with me a matter of getting
by."

aloat Keep Ptnaxlag.
That ain't the proper spirit In

which to face the world In." declared
the Manicure Lady. "We got to plug
rleht aloutr with a heart tor any old
fate. like the poet says, and whenever
we get one of them collusions shat-
tered we gotta shake our heads and
forget it and keep on looking for hap-
piness around the corner."

"A lot of the happiness In my life
has been around the corner and Is
there yet." said George. "I was lis-
tening this morning to one of my
ricn young customers telling apout
getting a commission In the army and
starting off in his private yacht to
have a three months' cruise before
enlisting, and I couldn't help think-
ing I would Just like to be him."

"I know." said the Manicure Lady.
Tve often felt that way, George; but
somehow these ain't the days to be
eadding around on pleasure trips, and
It seems to me that tho people that
keens on plugging'ln these stern days
Is the ones that is doing their noble
duty, even If the Jobs they have ain't
noble Jobs."

"Maybe you're right" said the
Head .Barber. "Only there ain't noth-
ing very noble about this layout A
guy gets bossed around a whole lot
in a full working day, believe me!"

Gets Boned. Too.
"I get bossed, too," replied the

Manicure Lady, "both by my custom-
ers and by you: but that don't take
the heart out of me, George, and 1
Just sing my little song and keep atIt Into each llfo some cloud must
have Its silver lining, as the poet says.'

DCK BOTTS. REGULAR
Copyrighted E. L Adams.

T till tin peddler drove over Atlas
I Peck's foot the other morning.

Atlas says a person's feet get
bumfooaled when a crosseyed fellow
comes along driving a blind horse to
a buggy with wabbly wheels.

Raz Barlow has written a letter
and sent It off with a two-ce- nt stamp
on It. which will take it nearly there.

jett Potlocks, who has always
borne the reputation of being one of
our conservative citizens, has had
his house papered with newspapers
containing nothing but censored war
news.

Little Fidlty Flinders has been un-
able to find any fleas on the toy dog
he received Christmas.

Luke Mathewsla has come to the
conclusion that the north and the
south are getting on too friendly
terms to fight each other any more,
so he is going ahead and dispose ot
tho roll of Confederate money he has
been saving for the occasion.

Miss Hostetter Hocks will sins a
solo at the Hog Ford church next
lounn sunaay. a large number of
people have decided that they cannotgo on account of the fearful condition
of the roads.

Luke Mathewsla visited the store
at Bounding Billows Saturday and
laid In a supply of 191S almanacs, and
Is now busily engaged In peering into
the mysterious future.

Cj icket Hicks was at Bounding Bil-
lows Friday night and accidental
attended an elocutionist recital.

Slim Pickens, who spends a right
smart of his time wondering over the
mysteries of nature. Is at present try
Ing to find out where flies go In the
winter time.

191S.

agri-
culture.

If

EXPERTS BH
I. FIGURES

Government Determining
Effect of Increased or De-

creased Copper Price.
Tucson, Ariz, Feb. 12. Represen-

tatives of the government are cow in
the state confirming figures- - on pro-

duction of copper which would be cut
off If price of the metal were, reduced,
and of Increase that would occur If
t. ire snould be raised to 2S cents.

Figures gathered in December in-

dicated there would be loss of over
100.000,000 pounds from Arizona's an-

num production if the price should go
below "hi cents and that over 100
nroducers in the state would be af-
fected.

The December data was gathered
and sent to Washington by the Ari-
zona chapter American mining con-
gress and was not complete. Ths
chapter Is still receiving belated re-
ports from isolated districts which,
are Increasing the total of metal that
would be cut off by price reduction.
More small shippers are shown to be
closing down each week, as wen as
decrease in output of those continu-
ing to make reduction. Causes in-

clude decrease in available ore of suf-
ficient richness to stand ttsatment
for a 23H cent market. Increase in.
cost of supplies and Increase In
charges due to necessity of paying
federal taxes, either thrlugh the
smelters or directly. Large operators
as well as the email ones are reached
by the decrease In supplies of the
richer ores they have been obliged to
mine in order to operate at profit.

We have every confidence in the
property. Personally. I never felt
more confidence than I do right now,
after going through the new work-
ings on the 600 foot leveL"

TTwatrrtaic Procresslae.
The shaft at the West United Ver-

de, formerly the Jerome Victor Ex-
tension. 13 enwatered down to tha
1000 foot point A few days more
wil find the shaft dry down to tha
1500 foot station, but It win be some
time before the extensive workings
on that level are unwatered. A3
soon as the unwaterinsc process la
compl-te- d the shaft win be sunk to
Joan feet, where drifting and eross- -

cutting will begin.
Porphyry Contact Cut.

The long sought porphyry contact
has been cut at the Verde Combina-
tion. Instead of belne 310 feet north
of the shaft on the CIO leveL as it is
at the tunnel IeveL 375 feet above, it
It 550 feet away. But It trends from
northeast to southwest. like all the
mMn formations in the Jerome dls- -

Petween the schist and por-nhv- rv

there is two feet of whlt
Quarts carrying a little ehalcopyrlte.

and Birdie here ain't golcx to squawk:
anyhow not until after we hava

peace again. ItU be time enough then
to straighten out our little troubles.
George. Troubles ain't very big when
you look right at 'em and back 'em off
the boards."

"I been looking right at my trou-
bles for 15 years." said the Head Bar-
ber, "and they never take no vaca-
tion. Any time I take a notion to
look again there they are! But may-
be Tm due for a turn of good luck, at
that. Wouldn't It be great If some-thi- n?

turned out big tor me?"
"Something will." declared the

Manicure Lady. "The old sons says
that if we work and wait we will
find the spot where them four leaf
clovers grow, and I got my two eyes
peeled. George.

"Cheer up! Don't be blue. George.
Keep talking, like me. whether any-
body wants to listen or not. And.
when your good luck comes remem-
ber these here words of cheer with,
which I am stuffing you with George.
Don't weaken!"

MOOSE TO 5PEXD (300,000
ES WAR RELIEF WORK.

Cleveland. Ohio, Feb. 12. Members
of the war commission of the su-
preme lodge of the Royal Order of
Moose gathered here today to com-
plete plans for the expenditure of a.
SGOO.000 war relief fund. Permission
of the war department will be sought
lor me esiaoiisnment of ana nouses
in London and Paris for the benefit
of soldiers who are members of thlodge.

Mrs. AE. Cook, of Dallas, Tex. no-si-

Washington, where she Is superin-
tending the plumbing construction
work on government operations. Isprobably the most successful woman,
plumber In the United States.

HOGWALLOW NEWS
CORRESPONDENT.

(George Blngmam.)

Sidney Hocks says there are oniytwo things that will causa a person
to roll up his pants at tha bottom,
and that is high water and loud socks.Ellick Hellwanger is organizing astock company for tho purpose of in-
vesting In a quart.

The fur crop Is reported as beim?bountiful this season. It looks likeImposing on the wild animals to taketheir clothes away from them to thawinter time.
Tobe Moseley made a good roadsspeech at Bounding Billows Saturdaynight. During his remarks he de-

clared that the time to nip mudholes
in the bud Is when they are young
and tender.

The prevailing color In social cIm
eles this season seems to be vrti--
The fad was started by Miss Gondola,
Renstep, who rides a yellow mule.
Soon after that Columbus AIIsop be- -
;aa w cumpuia ox tne yeiiow jaun-

dice, and vesterdaT Jeffernnn
locks was attacked and repulsed by a

Little Fiditv Flinders has rat an
other large squirrel tooth in his front

Columbus Allsop will as awn
spring opens put up his scarecrow
to no amy in ms iieia all summer.
Slim Pickens says an easv Int. iiv.hit ought to be given to a homeman.

Luke Mathewsla mt t?i .
lsrv man does not work Is because

oe ksw urea aomg nothlne hehas to rest.
Frlsbv Hancock saw v- - ei. .

church last Sunday with his bice--ge suit on. and after lookinr hlaonce over be gurt that Yam drovea white mule. Frisby Is a cloae ob-se- -vr

of human nature and is promi-nently mntloned as being our nextfleoity ronstaMe.

nMlflM QIVTQ 35c per
A 1 UJfXU JL KJf QUART

EL PASO SEED CO., Inc.
"Just East of New Court House." "Fiona 3 S3."

523 East San Antonio St. jy Pajr, y,,.
Our New Fan and Spring Catalogae Is
free and tells what and when to plant.

Everything that is best in FABM, GABDEH and FLOWER SEEDS.
We also carry a nice lice of Hardware.

ouuteya mcunaiors ana urooders.


